Unit: WWII

Handout #____


Why did WWII Start?

Focus:

Germany, Italy, and Japan are upset with the Treaty of Versailles.  They take aggressive action in the early 1930s but the Western Democracies (Great Britain, France, and the United States) do nothing hoping to keep the peace.  Nazi Germany takes it the farthest, leaving France and Great Britain no choice but to declare war.

Japan’s1 aggressive actions

· 1931 Japan takes Manchuria2
· The League of Nations tells Japan to withdraw from Manchuria, but the League has no army and no real authority3 so Japan ignores them

· 1937 Japan takes eastern China4
Italy’s5 aggressive actions

· 1935 Italy invades Ethiopia6
· League of Nations votes to put sanctions7 on Fascist Italy. Refuse to sell any more weapons or war materials to Italy.

· The sanctions are not enforced.  Italy ignores8 the League of Nations

Germany’s aggressive actions

· Hitler rebuilds the German military9 – breaks the Treaty of Versailles10 – Great Britain and France do nothing11.

· 1936 Hitler moves troops into the Rhineland12 – breaks the Treaty of Versailles - Great Britain and France do nothing.

· March 12, 1938 -  In keeping with his goal of Lebensraum, Hitler takes over Austria13 – breaks the Treaty of Versailles - Great Britain and France do nothing.

· September 1938 – Hitler demands the western part of Czechoslovakia known as the Sudetenland14 because there were Germans living there.

· France and Britain had to get involved . . . Here’s where you come in

Appeasement Failed

Germany’s aggressive actions continued

· After Hitler gets the Sudetenland he doesn’t stop15
· March 1939 Hitler takes over the rest of Czechoslovakia16
· Chamberlain and Daladier realize they made a mistake; Appeasement failed17
· They promise to declare war18 if Hitler does anything else

· August 1939 Hitler and Stalin sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact19.  They promise not to fight if the other country goes to war

· This frees Hitler up from worrying about a two-front war20.

· September 1, 1939 Hitler invades Poland21
· September 3, 1939 Great Britain and France declare war.  WWII begins!!!!22
Two reasons why WWII begin?
23
After the Munich Pact, when Neville Chamberlain returned to Britain, he stepped off the plane and held the Munich Pact over his head yelling 

“I have achieved peace for our time.”  Boy was he wrong

Winston Churchill, a British politician at the time and soon to be Prime Minister, had it right when he said “They had to choose between war and dishonor.  They chose dishonor; they will have war.”
Glossary:


Treaty of Versailles – Treaty that ended WWI and was very harsh on Germany.  It also angered Italy and Japan by not giving them the land and respect they wanted.


League of Nations - an international group of nations formed by the Treaty of Versailles to solve disputes peacefully instead of through war


Lebensraum – Hitler’s policy of getting ‘Living Space’ for Germans by expanding its boundaries to the east.


Sanctions - economic penalties against a country








