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Topic:  Rwanda Civil War and Genocide

Date:  April through June of 1994

Where:  Small African nation formerly controlled by Belgium

Conflict:  A civil war between the Hutus and Tutsis escalated into genocide.  Genocide is defined as violent crimes committed against groups with the intent to destroy the existence of the group.

Results:  An estimated 800,000 Tutsis were killed

Background:  Ethnic tension in Rwanda is nothing new. There have been always been disagreements between the majority Hutus and minority Tutsis.  The two ethnic groups are actually very similar - they speak the same language, inhabit the same areas and follow the same traditions. However, Tutsis are often taller and thinner than Hutus, with some saying their origins lie in Ethiopia. When the Belgian colonists arrived in 1916, they produced identity cards classifying people according to their ethnicity. The Belgians considered the Tutsis to be superior to the Hutus. Not surprisingly, the Tutsis welcomed this idea, and for the next 20 years they enjoyed better jobs and educational opportunities than their neighbors. Resentment among the Hutus gradually built up, culminating in a series of riots in 1959. More than 20,000 Tutsis were killed, and many more fled to the neighboring countries of Burundi, Tanzania and Uganda. When Belgium relinquished power and granted Rwanda independence in 1962, the Hutus took their place. Over subsequent decades, the Hutu majority continued to blame the Tutsis for the poor state of the country and especially the economic depression during the 1990s.
	Hutus
	Tutsis

	Majority of the population
	Minority of the population

	Had to carry identity cards during Belgian rule
	Got the better jobs and education during Belgian rule.

	After Belgium left they controlled the government
	After Belgium left, they were attacked and blamed

	Leadership:  

· President Juvenal Habyarimana 

· Presidential Guard

· Government Radio

· Interahamwe (means those who attach together) this was a 30,0000 person unofficial military group.  
	Leadership: Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) stationed in Uganda

	
	


Civil War starts:  The genocide was sparked by the death of the Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu, when his plane was shot down above Kigali airport on 6 April 1994.  The Hutus blamed the Tutsis for his death.

1994: RWANDA'S GENOCIDE TIMELINE
6 April: President Habyarimana killed in plane explosion

April - July: Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus killed

July: Tutsi-led rebel movement RPF captures the capital Kigali

July: Two million Hutus flee to Zaire, now DR Congo

Genocide:  Soldiers and police officers encouraged ordinary citizens to take part. In some cases, Hutu civilians were forced to murder their Tutsi neighbors by military personnel.  Participants were often given incentives, such as money or food, and some were even told they could appropriate the land of the Tutsis they killed. On the ground at least, the Rwandans were largely left alone by the international community. UN troops withdrew after the murder of 10 soldiers. The day after Habyarimana's death, the RPF renewed their assault on government forces, and numerous attempts by the UN to negotiate a ceasefire came to nothing.

Aftermath
Finally, in July, the RPF captured Kigali. The government collapsed and the RPF declared a ceasefire.

As soon as it became apparent that the RPF was victorious, an estimated two million Hutus fled to Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo). These refugees include many who have since been implicated in the massacres. At first, a multi-ethnic government was set up, with a Hutu, Pasteur Bizimungu as president and Mr Kagame as his deputy. But the pair later fell out and Bizimungu was jailed on charges of inciting ethnic violence, while Mr Kagame became president. Although the killing in Rwanda was over, the presence of Hutu militias in DR Congo has led to years of conflict there, causing up to five million deaths. Rwanda's now Tutsi-led government has twice invaded its much larger neighbour, saying it wants to wipe out the Hutu forces. And a Congolese Tutsi rebel group remains active, refusing to lay down arms, saying otherwise its community would be at risk of genocide. The world's largest peacekeeping force has been unable to end the fighting. 
Hotel Rwanda:  2004 Movie

Paul Rusesabagina (Don Cheadle), the manager of Sabena Hôtel des Mille Collines, is Hutu but his wife, Tatiana (Sophie Okonedo), is Tutsi. His marriage is a source of friction with Hutu extremists, most prominently George Rutaganda, a friendly supplier to the hotel who also is the local leader of Interahamwe, a brutal anti-Tutsi militia.

As the political situation in the country deteriorates, Paul and his family observe neighbors being dragged from their homes and openly beaten in the streets. Paul curries favor with people of influence, bribing them with money and alcohol, seeking to maintain sufficient influence to keep his family safe. When civil war erupts and a Rwandan Army officer threatens Paul and his neighbors, Paul barely negotiates their safety, and brings everyone to the hotel. More refugees come to the hotel from the overburdened United Nations camp, the Red Cross, and orphanages. Paul must divert the Hutu soldiers, care for the refugees, be a source of strength to his family, and maintain the appearance of a functioning high-class hotel, as the situation becomes more and more violent, with mobs in the streets just outside the gates
