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The End of Apartheid

Black Resistance

· 1912 the African National Congress (ANC) is set up to oppose white control

· "The white people of this country have formed what is known as the Union of South Africa--a union in which we have no voice in making the laws and no part in their administration."

· 1950s after the harsher Apartheid laws were passed the ANC organized marches, boycotts, and strikes

· As protests continued, government violence increased

· Sharpsville Massacare - 1960 police gunned down 69 men women and children taking part in a PEACEFUL demonstration in Sharpsville, a black township outside Johannesburg

· Government outlawed the ANC

· Pushed some ANC members from nonviolent means to armed resistance

· By 1964, Nelson Mandela, the leader of the ANC,  had been arrested and condemned to life in prison for conspiracy against the government

Black Consciousness

Black Africans should be proud of being black and know that they are humans that deserve equal rights.

Activists like Steve Biko supported this idea

Soweto Uprising: example of Black Consciousness in action

· Students don’t want to learn Afrikaans

· Plan a march on June 16th 1976 1
· 15 – 20,000  students

· Police prevent them from marching

· Police open fire into the crowds

· 200 dead – hundreds wounded
· Violence spreads  to the rest of South Africa

· South African government outlaws  Black Consciousness Movement

Reasons to End Apartheid






End of Apartheid
· September 14, 1989  - F.W. de Klerk , a white Afrikaner who wants to end Apartheid is elected president of South Africa

· February 11, 1990 - 
Nelson Mandela is released from prison after 27 years.

· December 1991-  African National Congress  meets with South African parliament for the first time in history.

· April 26-29, 1994 - 
Elections  held in South Africa.  First time all people are allowed to vote.

· May 2,1994 -
Nelson Mandela is elected President  of South Africa

Economic Reasons:


Not enough skilled workers for business in South Africa.


Economy begins to fail in South Africa.














Social Reasons


Many whites in South Africa, start to become embarrassed by Apartheid





Political Pressure:


U.N won’t trade with South Africa


World finds out what Apartheid is really like and turns against South Africa








