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The Russian Civil War
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Russia in 1917…

After defeating the provisional government, Lenin and the Bolsheviks declared victory and control over Russia.

But some people do not agree with this takeover.

Which groups of people were enemies of the Bolsheviks?

· Czar Army Officers – who wanted to keep fighting World War I

· Landowners – who lost their land

· Factory Owners – who lost their factories

These groups were called the Whites.

The Bolsheviks were led by Lenin.  Their supporters were called the REDS.

Civil War

Starting in 1918, a civil war began between the Whites and the Reds.

The civil war lasted for three years.

To help the White Army, troops from Britain, France, Japan and the United States were sent into Russia.  By December 1918, there were 200,000 foreign soldiers supporting the Whites.

Lenin put Leon Trotsky in charge of the Red Army.  It had over 500,000 soldiers in 1918.

WAR COMMUNISM

In order to win, the Communists used “war communism.”  They took over bank, mines, factories and railroads.  Factory workers weren’t allowed to leave the cities.  Peasants were forced to give food to people in the cities.  

The Communists had a secret police force called the Cheka.  Anyone suspected to be a supporter of the Whites was executed.

In order to keep them from gaining support, the Czar and his family were killed.
By the end of 1920, the Reds had defeated the Whites.  800,000 soldiers were killed during the Civil War.  8 million died from starvation and disease.

The Soviet Union
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The Communist government decided to combine what used to be the Russian empire into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).  For short, it was called the Soviet Union. 
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After the war, Lenin tried to fix the problems in Russia by creating a New Economic Policy – a combination of socialism and capitalism.  Peasants were allowed to own some land, and small businesses were allowed to reopen.

The Russian economy started to make a comeback.
Then, Lenin died in 1924.

Everyone thought that Trotsky would win.  
But, a man named Joseph Stalin gained control of the party. 
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