Unit: Russia

Handout #______


The November Revolution:

Lenin Takes Over 

Focus:

This is the story of how Russia became the first ever Socialist country.  Lenin had a violent view of socialism calling for armed revolt.  He led the Bolsheviks as they attempted to establish socialism and a dictatorship in the November Revolution.  To secure their power, they had to defeat rival forces in a civil war and rebuild a nation ruined by war. 

I.  Lenin’s “violent”1 view of Socialism

Lenin will alter Marx's Socialist ideas to fit Russian conditions2
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· Hearing about the March Revolution10, Lenin, aided by Germany11, sneaked back into Russia.  On April 16, 1917 Lenin stepped off the train and begin to preach to a crowd, he promised the people . . . 

Full time revolutionaries









Use Socialism










Everyone gets land









Leave WWI










II.  The November Revolution

The Provisional government led another disastrous offensive12 against Germany in the summer of 1917.  This made people realize how bad13 of a government it was, and gave Lenin the opportunity14 he needed.

Lenin’s Bolsheviks attacked the provisional government15
Provisional government fell without a struggle16
III.  Lenin kept his promises

· Ended private ownership17 of land – giving it to the peasants18.  Workers were given control of the factories and mines19 

· Lenin gets Russia out of WWI

· Treaty of Brest-Lotovsk20 in March 1918

· Gave up ¼21 of  Russia, which was its most fertile22 land

New red flag with an entwined hammer and sickle symbolized union between peasants and workers.23


Lenin moved his government’s capital to the Kremlin in Moscow.24

The Bolsheviks changed their name to the Communists.25

Many are happy, but in the end the Communists became the new masters26
Marx





Lenin





I believed that revolution would only 3happen when the working class (proletariat4) would rise up and overthrow the middle/upper class (bourgeoisie5) 








I had to change Marx to fit Russia's situation6.  





I wanted to make the revolution happen by having full-time revolutionaries7.  





When they won they would set up the "dictatorship of the proletariat8."  





I called this group of full-time revolutionaries the Bolsheviks9.











