Unit: Growth of Western Democracies

Handout#​​​________


Revolutions in Europe in 1830 and 1848

Background

While it was a peaceful1 road to democracy in Britain, it was a bumpy and violent2 road for the rest of Europe.  This is because the working class was much more willing to revolt3 when it tried to get its rights in Europe, than it was in Britain.  

The working class was fighting for democracy4 like the Middle Class.  But they wanted something even more radical; communism5.  You had three groups fighting each other:

· The Conservatives6 (Upper Class7) that wanted to keep the monarchies8
· The Liberals9 (Middle Class10) that wanted democracy11 for themselves12 only

· The Socialists13 (Working Class and students14) that wanted democracy15 for all and communism16
Revolutions of 1830 – A threat to the Conservatives that fails
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In France – A new king named Charles X took power1 and tried to become an Absolute Monarch.  That means he wanted to have ALL the power in France.  The French Liberals and Working Class did not like this idea2 one bit.   The Liberals and Working Class revolted by throwing up barricades across the narrow streets of Paris, France.  They shot at soldiers from behind the barricades and chucked stones and roof tiles at them.  This was called the ‘July Revolution.’3  Peace finally came when Louis Philippe was made king. 4  People liked him because he had supported the French Revolution in 1789.  The French revolution in 1830 spread to other European countries5 such as Belgium, Austria, Prussia, and Russia.  This made the Big Five very angry6 and as they had agreed in the Concert of Europe they helped each other end these revolts.    


Revolutions of 1848 – Another threat to the conservatives . . . that fails

In France - There was a bad economy in 18481 that forced many factories to close making a lot of working class people lose their jobs.  At the same time, bad harvests forced bread prices to rise.  People were unemployed, hungry, grumpy and mad at Louis Philippe.  Hey its France . . . they set up barricades2 using overturned carts, toppled trees and revolted.  Louis Philippe gave up being king3 and ran away.  A group of liberal and socialist leaders started a new government called the Second Republic.4  But then the Liberals and Socialist begin to fight during what was called the ‘June Day.’5  Desperate to bring back order, the Second Republic created a democratic government and held elections where all men can vote6.  They elect Louis Napoleon7, Napoleon’s cousin, because he said he wanted to help the working class and because people liked his name.  It reminded them of the Napoleon that had conquered Europe.  He was so popular that by 1852 he got himself elected emperor.8  Well, he cheated a little bit9.  He rigged elections and some of the people thought it was Napoleon come back from the dead.

Once France revolted, it sparked the rest of Europe10.  Revolts also happened in Italy and the German states.  Even Metternich in Austria wasn’t safe.  Students and workers revolted in Austria and Metternich was forced to flee in disguise11 from the revolt.  Yet none of these 1848 revolts succeeded12.  Socialism was never started and democracy would only come much later in the century for Europeans.
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