Active Citizenship

Weymouth Government Structure
Governmental Structure:

1. According to the article you read, what is a Town Charter?
Read the following excerpts from the Town Charter and answer the questions.
SECTION 1-3: DIVISION OF POWERS

The administration of the fiscal, prudential and municipal affairs of Weymouth, with

the government thereof, shall be vested in an executive/administrative branch headed

by a mayor and a legislative branch to consist of a town council. The legislative

branch shall never exercise any executive/administrative power and the

executive/administrative branch shall never exercise any legislative power.

2. According to the Town Charter and the article you read, what is the set up of Weymouth's government?

SECTION 2-1 Legislative Branch: COMPOSITION, TERM OF OFFICE

(a) Composition - There shall be a town council of eleven members which shall

exercise the legislative powers of the town. Five of these members, to be known as

councillors-at-large, shall be nominated and elected by and from the voters at large.

Six of these members, to be known as district councillors, shall be nominated and

elected by and from the voters of each district

3. How is the Town Council structured and what does it do?

SECTION 3-2: EXECUTIVE POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF

ORDINANCES

The executive powers of the town shall be vested solely in the mayor, and may be

exercised by the mayor either personally or through the several town agencies under

the general supervision and control of the office of the mayor. The mayor shall cause

the charter, the laws, the ordinances and other orders for the government of the town

to be enforced, and shall cause a record of all official acts of the executive branch of

the town government to be kept.

4. According to the Town Charter, what is the job of the Mayor of Weymouth?
SECTION 4-1: SCHOOL COMMITTEE

(a) Composition, Term of Office -There shall be a school committee which shall

consist of seven members. Six of these members shall be nominated and elected by

and from the voters of the town at large. The mayor shall serve, by virtue of office, as

the seventh member of the school committee with all of the same powers and duties

as the members elected by the voters as school committee members.

5. Who serves on the School Committee?

SECTION 4-5: SCHOOL COMMITTEE POWERS AND DUTIES

The school committee shall have all powers which are conferred on school

committees by general laws and such additional powers and duties as may be

provided by the charter, by ordinance, or otherwise and not inconsistent with said

grant of powers conferred by general laws. The powers and duties of the school

committee shall include the following:

1) To elect a superintendent of the schools who shall be charged with the dayto-day

administration of the school system, subject only to policy guidelines and

directives adopted by the school committee and, upon the recommendation of said

superintendent, to establish and appoint assistant or associate superintendents as

provided in section fifty-nine of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws;

2) To make all reasonable rules and regulations for the management of the

public school system and for conducting the business of the school committee as may

be deemed necessary or desirable;

3) To adopt and to oversee the administration of an annual operating budget

for the school department, subject to appropriation by the town council.

6. What powers and duties does the School Committee have?

1. What services does the town of Weymouth provide its citizens?
2. According to the budget, what are the top 5 biggest expenses for the town?

3. What revenue (incoming money) does Weymouth use to pay for these services?

