Life Under Stalin 

The Game
The year is 1931. Joseph Stalin is the leader of the Soviet Union.  Although his government has been in power since the 1920s he feels the need to protect  ‘the Revolution’ against its enemies. "We are fifty or a hundred years behind the advanced countries," he said. "We must catch up in ten years, or they will crush us."

A country that is in a struggle for change has a flip side to its optimism: intolerance and paranoia.  People saw enemies everywhere, enemies who wanted to destroy ‘the revolution’ and reduce the results of their hard work and accomplishments, and enemies who wanted to restore capitalism for selfish reasons against the collective interests of the nation.  This game will give you a small taste of that intolerance and paranoia.


Each Russian citizen (that’s you guys) will get a playing card.  If you receive an Ace then you are one of the Communist Secret Police (NKVD).  Any other card means that you are a normal Russian citizen.  

You are to show no one your card, except me.  If you are asked you must say that you are a Russian citizen.  The NKVD must keep their identities secret during the ENTIRE game.  Don’t even tell your friends, make them sweat it out.  Just think of how much fun it will be to play with their minds for a week.

Roles:

Russian Citizen:


You must follow all the rules listed below or face the punishment of the state

Communist Secret Police


Your job will be difficult, but very fun!  You are to follow all the rules listed below or face punishment form the state.  You are to secretly report citizens who fail to follow the rules.  If you discover a threat to the Revolution (a citizen who fails to follow the rules) you must report that citizen to myself in writing without blowing your cover.  Some options for how to do this: secretly hand it in with your homework, put it on my desk at the beginning of class, see me after school, email reports to galushaj@msn.com.  When you turn in a report you must put, the date, the student’s name, and the nature of the offense.  You will not put your name on the report.  You will simply put the name of your card and its suit.  If you get the Ace of spades, then you will write that as your code name.  We will refer to you as your code name when we give the reports to the class.  Remember your ability to win will depend on your ability to stay under cover.  If you purposely tell a friend that you are a member of the NKVD then that citizen can report you and get extra credit. BEWARE!

The Rules you must follow if you are to be a good Russian Citizen

· Whenever you see someone you must say something nice about “Uncle Joe.” This is what Stalin liked to be called by the people.  He wanted them to think of him as a father-figure.  Example: “Hey John Uncle Joe rocks!”

· You must NEVER complain about the State (all class material to do with the Soviet Union)  or any activities the state is making you do

· You must ALWAYS enthusiastically support state propaganda time!

· You must NEVER support anyone who complains about the State or any activities the state is making you do.

· You must NEVER say anything bad about Communism or Lenin

· One woman was put into jail for saying “If people prayed they would work better.” Stalin thought that Religion was a challenge to the power of the state.  Any mention of God or religious activities is prohibited.  (A serious note:  this game is not intended to be anti-religious.  This is just how it was in the Soviet Union.  If you are religious, think of this as a way to experience the persecution still faced by many when they practice their faith. This assignment is by no means telling you not to go to church but instead can be seen as a way to appreciate even more your current freedom to practice your faith.)
· The state’s control of the media was total. Those who attempted to listen, read etc. anything else were severely punished.  Since I can’t stop you from watching TV and movies we’ll make pretend here.  You must not talk about any commercials, name brands, or Hollywood movies.  These are part of Capitalist propaganda that wishes to attack the Revolution.  

If a member of the NKVD catches you doing or not doing any of the above the policeperson will file a report.  

1. First report is “hard labor” 

2. Second report is a “show trial”

3. Third report you are sent to “Siberia”

Secret Police can make a report anywhere anytime

· They could open private letters and plant listening devices, we won’t do that but you can eavesdrop

· In the halls is especially good

· Outside of school is perfect

· In the classroom if someone is careless enough to make a mistake 

What do you get if you win?


Russian citizens that receive no reports  
- 15 pts extra credit 


Russian citizens with only 1 report

- 5 pts extra credit

Secret Police person with the most VALID reports
30 pts extra credit


(and whose identity remains a secret)


5 pts on the test

