Memory and Depth of Processing Demonstration

· Divide the class into two groups

· Instructions for Group A

· You are to count the number of syllables in each of the words from a list I am about to read out loud.  Keep a running total of the voles in mind as the list is read.  I will tell you when I am finished, and at that point you are to write down the total number of vowels in the words from the list.

· Instructions for Group B:

· You are about to hear a list of words.  As each word is spoken, rate (in your mind, not on the paper) its value to a person stranded on a desert island on a scale of 1-5, with five being the most useful.

· The List:

· Umbrella

· Gasoline

· Orchestra

· Yacht

· Hammer

· Diamond

· University

· Macaroni

· Eyeglasses

· Garden

· Underwear

· Newspaper

· Alcohol

· Bouquet

· Microscope

· Camouflage

· Pollution

· Restaurant

· Insect

· Elephant

· Sulphur

· Lemonade

· Mosquito

· Bottle

· At this point ask the students to perform some distracting task in order to displace the previously listed words from short-term memory.  Write the alphabet backwards starting with Z

· Now ask students to write down as many words as they can remember from the list.

· Group B will remember much more since they processed the information much deeper

· There is a huge relationship between the depth at which information is processed and the likelihood that is will be encoded into LTM

