US History II
2009-2010 Syllabus
“The past does not repeat itself, but it rhymes.” Mark Twain

Website: www.mrgalusha.org
Email: justin.galusha@weymouthschools.org 

Course Description:
This course studies significant events in US history from 1877 to the present.  Studying the history of our nation will help you better understand the present and plan for the future.  Working on 21st century skills while studying this history will help you realize your potential and prepare for your future.  
[image: image1.emf]Course Expectations:

1. Content:  We will study 18 units of US history starting with the growth of industry during the 1800s, continuing through the war-torn 1900s, and finishing with the impact of terrorism on our present-day society.    Throughout this course, we will see how the following four engines have driven historical change in our nation:
· States vs. the Federal Government

· Groups struggling to gain equality

· Industrialization 

· Globalization

2. 21st Century Skills:  We will use US history as a workshop to develop the skills employers most desire to get you the future you want. 
What I will do for you (Teacher Responsibilities):

· I will work - The primary goal of this class is learning.   This learning will be about US history, but more importantly, we’ll use the history to teach you the skills you’ll need to find success in your future. This is the reason I am here.  I will offer you a positive learning experience by carefully planning each day’s lesson and getting your work graded and back to you in a timely manner. I am here to help; all you have to do is ask.

· I will respect you - I will not waste your time in class. I cannot promise that you will enjoy everything we study.   However, I can assure you that everything we read, watch, or study is valuable. If you’ve got a concern about something in class come and talk to me in private.  I’m sure we’ll be able to reach a fair agreement.  Your input matters to me.
· I will be prepared – I will start class on time each day with a clear agenda, with valuable objectives and the right materials to achieve those objectives.

How our class will run (Your Responsibilities):
· You will work - Join in on class discussion and get involved in class activities. Hey, it’s better then listening to a boring lecture. Follow instructions and do your work.  We are here to learn, and I am here to help you.  You can’t pass if you don’t work, and you can’t fail if you do.

· You will respect each other - What you have to say REALLY matters to me.  No one will talk over you or put you down when you speak up in my class.  You aren’t kids, you’re young adults and you deserve respect.  To be treated that way, you must RESPECT others.  As for respecting me . . . I’ll earn your respect

· You will come prepared - Class time is really important to me because your education is important to me.  Be in your desk and ready for class to begin BEFORE the bell rings.  Coming prepared to my class means bringing a pen/pencil and your 3 ring binder 

If you chose not to cooperate then you are choosing two consequences:

· Class Consequence = We will no longer do fun activities or have interesting discussions, we will have to resort to strict and boring lectures and tedious book work. 

· Personal Consequence - You will stay after school with me in detention so we can chat (all detentions are given with a 24 hour notice and a warning beforehand).  This will happen until you follow the above expectations.  I’m a patient man and won’t hold anything personally against you, but this is the way class is going to run.

· If you skip class you will receive a zero for that day and a detention with me.  Skip 4 and fail the term.

· All school policies will be upheld at all times. 

Academic Policies:
· Make-ups:  If you miss a test or an assignment, see me within 5 days or it is a zero– I WILL NOT CHASE YOU!  Make-ups are on your time, not class time.  You are also responsible for all the worksheets you miss when you are absent.  You can get missed worksheets from the ‘Class Handout Archive.’  If you have any questions see me before class to catch up.  If you cut class you are not eligible to make up that work.
· Cheating – Cheating of any form (including plagiarism) results in a zero.  There is  no negotiating on this point. You have been warned.

· Grade questions – ask me anytime and I will print out your current status from my grade book.
Course Materials

· Text:  Lapsansky-Werner, Emma J., Peter B. Levy, Randy Roberts, and Alan Taylor. United States History: Reconstruction to the Present. Boston: Pearson, ISBN Number: 0132025590
· You must supply a 3-ring binder with a spiral notebook inside for your ‘reading notebook.’
Assessment: Point System
1. Unit Packet (100pts each) – These are assigned every unit and include:
a. Reading section summaries and creating concept maps for each section.
b. Indentifying and analyzing all of the ‘know’ terms.

c. Filling out paragraph houses and writing paragraphs for all of the ‘understand’ terms.

d. Creating graphic organizers for all of the ‘do’ tasks.

e. Building a CSD3R house for the essential question.

2. Unit Exams (100pts each) – At the end of each unit you will take a unit exam consisting of multiple choice questions from the ‘know’ and ‘understand’ terms and an essay based upon the unit’s essential question.  
3. Term 1-4 Formal Written Assignments (100pts each) – As you can see above, you will create a CSD3R house answering the essential question for every unit.  Each term, you will choose your best house and turn that into a formal typed essay for inclusion into your digital portfolio
4. Term 2 Research Project (200pts)

5. Term 3 Collaborative Project (200 pts)

6. Term 4 Oral Presentation with PowerPoint (200pts)

7. Term 4 Digital Portfolio (300pts)
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