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Building 

Historians
The Task Ahead 
We learn because knowledge enlightens our world and our lives.  We gain knowledge by asking excellent questions and constructing clear answers.  The ability to do these two things is at the heart of all academic pursuits, not just history.  Students who can excel in these two skills will find success not only in this class, but in the rest of their academic and professional lives.  Therefore, I challenge you to read on and build the skills you’ll need to find the answers to your questions.
Why History?

Any number of fields would suffice to give you practice with these skills, but none do it as meaningfully as history.  History is the study of humanity’s staggeringly glorious and simultaneously tragic romp through time.  It holds both lessons for how we’ve gotten here and insight on where we’re headed.  Too often confused with mere chronology, history is instead the collective drama of billions of lives laid buried beneath time.  It is real and visceral and ready to be interpreted. Its territory and lessons know no bounds.  To build historians out of you, let us start at the beginning.  
The Fundamental Principals of Academic Inquiry
If your goal as a student is to ask excellent questions and construct clear answers and your medium will be history, then we must start at the beginning and examine the fundamental principals that will govern your academic inquiry.  The better you understand these fundamental principals the better you will be prepared for class, participate in discussions, and construct your written responses.  When you cut away the excess fat, all learning has two parts; a subject and a direction.

Subject:  

This is what the question is about.  It may be the biggest picture, the unit topic, or the title of the chapter.  The subject is just that, the focal point of the question and the response.  The subjects of our questions in this class will be the ‘history’  I’m attempting to assess.  When you encounter a question to which you are expected to give a written response, it is called a prompt.  Let’s take a look at a series of increasingly difficult prompts and try to identify their subjects.
1. What were the causes for World War I?  
World War I is the subject of this prompt.  It is the largest picture, the unit topic and in all likelihood somewhere in the chapter’s title.  


2. What were the causes of westward expansion?
 Westward expansion is the subject of this prompt.  It is a major period of US history and in fact the subject of our third unit.

3. Analyze the origins of Progressivism 
Progressivism is the subject of this prompt.

4. Explain the significance of President Wilson’s wartime diplomacy
President Wilson’s wartime diplomacy is the subject of this prompt.
Direction:  

Since subjects are so broad, a prompt that tries to address the subject in its entirety would require a novel-sized essay.  You could never write everything about WWI.  This is why questions have a direction.  The direction narrows the scope of the subject.  It directs the writer to talk about a specific aspect of the subject or take a certain stance on the subject.  It is best to think about the relationship between the subject and the direction as if the direction were a smaller part of the larger subject. 
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1. What were the causes for World War I?
‘Causes’ is the smaller subset of WWI that the prompt wishes you to address, therefore ‘causes’ is the direction.  You could just as easily been asked to discuss the technological impact, the effects, or the key events, but this prompt wants you to address the causes.

2. What were the causes of westward expansion?
“Causes”  is again the direction of this prompt.  It forces you to focus on just one aspect of the subject.


3. Analyze the origins of Progressivism
“Origins” is the direction of this prompt.  The prompt could have asked about its impact but instead this direction focuses on how the movement started.

4. Explain the significance of President Wilson’s wartime diplomacy
“Significane” is the directions of this prompt.  
Four Steps to Better Pre-Writing: PBOT
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Prompt  

Identify the subject and direction from the prompt

Brainstorm

Purposefully collect evidentiary support

Organize

Organize the evidence into reasons

Thesis

Write the thesis

You need a pre-writing process.  You might not think you do, but you do.  It gives you an immediate place to start so you don’t freeze up or go way off topic.  Constructing a written response without pre-writing would be like building a house without a blueprint.  In four steps, using PBOT provides you with an architectural design and pours the foundation for the essay to come.  The better you get at this the more automatic it can become, but you must still do this.
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Prompt: 

The first step in the writing process is to identify the subject and direction of the prompt.  This is crucial as every subsequent step depends on a correct reading of the prompt.  Identifying subject and direction offers a building plan that identifies what type of house you’re building.  Once you’ve chosen the type of house you’re building, everything you put in there must fit under that roof.  
Brainstorm: 

Now it is time to look for, or think about, the evidence needed to address the prompt’s subject and direction or in simpler terms, the material you’ll need to build the house.  Sometimes brainstorming can lead to a messy web of only tangentially related material which bog you down more than they help you.  By following PBOT and properly breaking down the prompt, brainstorming becomes the purposeful collection of building blocks that will be used to build your answer to the question. In history building blocks are the factual data like names, events, wars, trends supported by statistical data etc. that you’ll use to support your claims about the past.
Organize: 

Organizing the evidence requires synthesis.  You must take your evidence and put it into categories based upon similarities.  For example if you were addressing the causes of World War I, some of the evidence might relate to the Balkan Powder Keg and the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand.  Since these both have to do with nationalistic desires to free Bosnia from Austrian control, they could be categorized under Nationalism.  Nationalism thus becomes one of your reasons, or in this case, one of the causes for WWI. By organizing your evidence, you find your reasons for your answer. 

After only three steps, you’ve constructed an excellent plan.  You have clearly identified the prompt’s subject and direction and have collected and organized evidence into reasons that directly support your claim.  It is now time for the final step.  A house can’t stand without a foundation, and an essay can’t stand without a thesis.  Below is a good house but it doesn’t have a foundation; it doesn’t have a thesis.

Thesis:
What is really great about PBOT is that it takes the painful process of creating a thesis and streamlines it into a fool-proof plan of attack. If you’ve gone through PBOT you automatically have a solid foundation from which to build the rest of your response.   All you need to remember to craft a solid thesis is to look back at your house and remember what we call an SD3R thesis. 


Subject  

Gives the topic of the essay 

Direction

Takes a stance on the topic

3 Reasons
Presents the reasons that support your direction. 

It may be three it may be more, three is just a guideline.


Please note that SD3R is only a guideline.  Certainly some essays can have four reasons while others only two.   Three is merely a guideline.  Neither should you ever feel that you must start your thesis with the subject or cram it all into one sentence.  Do what feels comfortable to your voice as a writer as long as the components are present.

Complexity: What to do with the leftovers when you’re writing about history


Reality is never as clean cut as we’d like it to be.  It seems no matter how broad the direction, things are never as black or white, or easily defined as you’d like them to be.  In writing terms, after going through PBOT it is very likely that you will have some evidence that, while related to the subject and direction, either goes against the rest of the evidence you are using to build your house or isn’t quite as strong as the rest of your reasons.  This is where complexity comes in.


Complexity is the acknowledgement of another house that could have been constructed from the same prompt.  It is a nod to another viewpoint, another argument, or another causal agent.  It is consciously acknowledging the existence of another answer for the purpose of first demonstrating the depths of your knowledge and then purposefully overcoming the complexity to show that your house is of stronger construction.  


The more scholarly the article you read, the more likely complexity will take up a great deal of the article.  Scholarly writing, especially in history, must acknowledge, and then work to overcome, the multiple interpretations that have come before.  At this level, writers are acknowledging not just other houses, but maybe other subdivisions or neighborhoods of thought.  They are placing their argument within the context of the larger academic discussion.  

While this might seem like a lofty goal to imitate, it is rather simple for you to start using.  Leftover evidence that still fits the subject and direction but goes contrary to the reasons or isn’t quite as strong gets put in a shed off to the side of the main house.  The SD3R thesis morphs into a CSD3R thesis (where the C stands for complexity) to accommodate this addition and the house looks like this.

Let’s take a look at a completed sample that utilizes everything we’ve talked about.  

Prompt: What were the causes for WWI?












Read to Build a House:
A Guide to the Strategic Reading of Secondary Sources

Building Historians represents a fundamental change for the student. No longer will passive reading be sufficient. You must actively read, or do what we call RMU – Read and Mark Up.  This looks exactly like it sounds.  You should make notations along with your reading, in the text if you own it, or in a reading notebook if you don’t.  Highlighting is not the same as RMU’ing.  Oftentimes students will highlight a reading to death.  By the time they’re done, the few lines that aren’t glowing in some garish neon color stand out the most.  This becomes pointless.  RMU’ing means that while you read you actively respond to the reading by predicting, noting key evidence, making connections and asking questions. 


You need to keep two goals in mind while you RMU:
1. You should read to uncover the author’s blueprint for the house he or she constructed.
What are the author’s subject and direction(s)?  What are the author’s reasons and supporting evidence? Answering these questions will provide an understanding of the structure created by the author and will provide clues to his/her point of view.
2. You should read to build your own house.
What is your take on the issue?  How would you group and support your reasons?  When you do this, reading becomes an active collection of the evidence you’ll need to build your own house.  This might be in response to an instructor’s prompt, or if none is given at the time of the reading assignment, in response to your own questions.  

As important as building a house is to the development of solid written communication, so too is the RMU’ing to make readings work for you. Let’s be honest here, when you just read, your mind wanders and your retention is shaky at best.  RMU’ing forces you to get what you need out of the reading.  While it may take longer to RMU an assignment, it will save you time in the end.  
Now that you have the why, here’s the how:

When you RMU, you make the reading work for you, not you for the reading. There are four essential elements to you must do in your reading notebook each time you read:
1. Predict the Subject and Direction(s) in the reading.
When reading a textbook, go through your assigned reading and read all the section headings first.  Look for the subject and direction of the reading.  This will give you an idea of what the reading is about.  Write down a summary of your predictions based upon these headings in your reading journal.   For all other non-fiction readings, characterize paragraphs or sections by giving them subject and direction titles much like the textbook did with its section headings.  By doing this, you’ll start to see the flow of the author’s argument
2. Identify useful evidence (People, places and things that support the author’s direction)
You’ll never finish a reading if you try to note all the building blocks it uses.   You’re task is to identity the key evidence for the author’s house or the one you’re building.  
3. Make your own connections as you look for patterns, anomalies, themes, causes, effects and movements.

Knowing history is great; learning to think critically is essential.    You’re job is to write down important connections you make while you do your reading.
4. Ask your own questions.

All academic inquiry starts with a good question. Good questions don’t show ignorance, they show understanding of the complexities of an issue.  
It will save you time in the end

RMU is a practice that becomes enormously beneficial to the prospective college student as it allows for the consumption and digestion of great volumes of material at increasingly higher rates of speed on an almost totally analytical level. Identifying structure, themes, patterns, abstract concepts, and point of view allows you to view the unseen world of a writer’s thought process. 

Since you don’t own your textbooks you will keep a reading notebook.  Each entry of your reading notebook will contain the above 4 components.  (You don’t have to keep it in its graphical format shown below, but you can if you wish.) 



To guide you in this process, I have prepared overviews for each of our units.  Please use these as your guides to both the subjects and directions you should be looking for in your text and for the key evidence a student of US history should know.  Everything on the test is some combination of elements on that overview.

R.M.U. using Context Source Interpretation:

A forensic guide to Interactive Reading of Primary Sources

Definition of Forensic: the use of technology in the investigation and establishment of facts or evidence in a court of law.  We will use CSI to systematically analyze primary source documents in the investigation and establishment of facts or insights about the past.
Context: 

Before you analyze or even read the document; read the date.  The single most important thing about a document is when it was written.  People in the 1600s think in very different ways and about very different things than people in 2009.  Knowing when the document is written will better help you get into the mindset of the author.  Once you have a date, mentally place it along our timeline of important movements/events and see what major events might be pressing on the author’s mind.  A document written after September 11, 2001 about terrorism is going to sound a lot different than one written before September 11, 2001.  By placing the document in its historical setting, you will be able to see how it fits into the larger story. This will alert you to one of the best analytical insights a historian can make, something we call ‘change over time’.  You should also be on the lookout for how the historical context of the document affects its interpretation.  A document calling for equality between the sexes in 2009 is nothing special, but one doing the same thing in the 1850s is revolutionary.  
Source/Point of View
Once you know when a document was written, find out who the author is and consider how knowing the bias of the source might change how you interpret the document.  For example, if the document praises Stalin’s Five Year Plans for being kind to the Ukrainian peasants but was written by the Stalin-controlled Soviet paper, don’t believe it.  The paper is propaganda and is leaving out the fact that Stalin created famines that killed millions of those peasants to pay for his Five Year Plans.   You should say that the source is “probably biased as it is a media outlet for Soviet propaganda.”  When you read a document carefully consider how the following attributes of the author might affect his/her bias:  gender. social class, religion, race, country of origin, ideological affiliation, vocation, etc.  Ask yourself, “How does that affect your view of the document in the following areas:

· Is it biased towards a specific group?

· Is this author writing for a purpose other than the goal of being 100% accurate?

· Is this author a reliable source?
Once you’ve identified the POV (point of view) state it about the document as a possibility.  For example, “The author may have said “X” because he is Y.  
Interpretation:
Only after you’ve considered the context and source of the document are you ready to actually read and interpret the document.   You should ask yourself, “What issue(s) does this document raise?” and write them off to the side.  You should be thinking how you might use this document as evidence.  How might the document support or contradict other documents or other houses.  How does this document fit into a larger pattern? 
Analysis and DISCOPATH
Analysis can have many applications. For starters we will consider analysis as a vehicle for recognizing why an event or a person is important, or if you like; significant. The awareness of this list and understanding of it will be an instrumental tool in your development, not only as a writer but as a reader. For example, a trip that you took to New Hampshire may be better explained by indicating that it was the FIRST time you drove yourself with your new driver’s license. The inclusion of this analysis utilizes the analytical tool of SUPERLATIVE which qualifies why that event is important or significant.
As you develop in your analytical sophistication you will recognize analysis in the things you read, and the application of analysis will become second nature in your writing. It will be very helpful if you commit to recognizing such techniques in the readings for class and also being astutely aware of what type of analytical tool you use when you work on the third column of your understand terms. Getting into the regular habit of highlighting the analytical tool you use in that 3rd column will help in your development. Try not to be overwhelmed by the terms on this list, consider these as a carpenter considers his hammer, saw and chisel. These are tools that will help you to isolate and infer key elements of what you read and assist you in decoding the author’s intent and point of view.

This awareness will also assist you in choosing evidence to support claims you make in discussion and in your writing. Our list of analytical ‘moves’ or ‘tools’ is a work in progress. As of October 30, 2008, this is the list we are working from.
                        D   I   S   C   O   P   A   T   H

	D
	Degree

Disparity

Demonstrates


	Degree is important to command because history is not absolute.  Degree can be a stage or point of time in a progression of the development of a trend or event, but mostly it can be applied when considering extent or measure. Example: To what degree were the British responsible for The Plight of the Irish in 1847? Degree considers evidence on a continuum or scale; it suggests evidence that is not absolute in nature. Radical and moderate are terms that exemplify this idea. 

Disparity is a comparative term. It can be applied to show the difference in the ways comparable entities develop differently than one another, often helpful when pointing out changes over time such as the ‘disparity of  wealth distribution from 1710 to 1770 became more acute’ during the time period. Disparity is a divide, when a divide increases or decrease over time or suddenly changes; there is an analytical opportunity.

Demonstration is merely a way of qualifying the evidence you use as a way of ‘demonstrating’ a pattern, or some other qualification of significance. ‘The fact that Johnny had to go home and change his soiled underwear demonstrated he was still not done with his toilet training”

	I
	Inference

Implication

Issue

Irony

Illustration

Inputs
	Inference is the act of reasoning from unstated evidence. For example if someone finds a glass that contains a few sips of chocolate milk, one might come to the conclusion that someone drank the missing contents of the glass. A plausible inference is a deduction that can reasonably made from the evidence provided. Inference is a vehicle that leads to unstated evidence.

Implications are bits of evidence that are suggested but not stated; implications can be inferred from evidence. An inference is the action of the student or scholar, an implication is the hint provided within the evidence.

Issue-A point in question, contention or matter of dispute. Often abstract, and must be derived from specific examples. Issues are often situations that are still in dispute or unresolved, issues imply a certain degree of point of view or two sides.

Irony is the outcome of events contrary to what was expected or intended. It would be ironic if an ambulance, rushing to save a victim of a hit and run accident, struck a pedestrian on the way to the injured man. Qualifying evidence as ironic is a high level analytical move.

Illustration is a way of drawing a picture for the reader, hence the allusion to a drawing. Very similar to demonstration in that in both cases evidence is introduced with a strong intention; in both cases the provision of specific evidence illustrate or demonstrate a larger pattern or dynamic.

Inputs can be considered as factors or causes. Much of history is the study of 1. The inputs or causes of events the 2. Events themselves and 3. The effects – or outputs of the events. Sometimes it is helpful to conceive a picture of an event in which the inputs are all factors coming in to the event. Considering inputs is a way of asking ‘what caused this to happen?’ The next question might be’ to what ‘degree’ was one cause more or less a factor of cause than others?

	S
	Superlative

Strata

Specifics

Scale/Scope/Size

Suggest


	Of the highest kind, quality or order, surpassing all others. First, Last, Most important, only, etc. Superlatives imply a comparison, as does the notion of degree.

Strata is  also a comparative term often applied in concepts that are organized vertically like layers (such as the layers of the atmosphere or the layers of the earth) The idea of strata can be helpful when describing relationships in a hierarchy like class structure etc. Start is very similar to degree.

Specific example should be provided to substantiate and support any claim or support an explanation or an argumentative position. The concept of Virgin Soil Epidemic can be explained or defined, but when specific examples or figures are provided, it becomes much more analytical. The example of the decline of Indian population on the island of Hispaniola from 1494 to 1508 went from 3 million to approximately 60 thousand. The provision of this specific example provides the degree or scale of the population decline.

Scale or Scope is a way to provide the idea of the size or magnitude of events, trends or degree of impact of events etc. Understanding the scope of the Atlantic slave trade or the scope of the wealth it generated for The British and or the Colonists helps to understand the big picture as well as specific examples.

At times evidence can be linked to other events by implication or by indirect means. Evidence that suggests something means that what may be suggested can be logically deduced. For example; “The prisoner of war’s  unwillingness to stand at attention when the enemy officers came in to the room suggested a disdain and disrespect for his captors”



	C
	Context

Complexity

Cause & Effect

Compare/Contrast

‘Chunking’ 

Conceptualizing

Chronology

Characterize

Change over time
	Context is an understanding of the background, to allow the foreground more meaning. Historical context is an understanding of the period of time in which we study events etc. Context can be used interchangeably with the term introduction when we write essays. Applying the appropriate size or time period of context is a skill you will develop over time.

Complexity accepts the multiple natures of factors, inputs, causes or effects of certain events, some of which are contradictory to the main body of evidence and some factors are more important than others. Complexity can be the least important or weighty factor in an essay, but also complexity can be found within the body of an essay. The introduction of complexity can begin with ‘although’ or ‘while it is true that’.

Cause and Effect-noting a relationship between actions or events such that one or more are the result of the other or others. Qualifying any evidence as either a cause (or input) of events or as an effect (or outputs) 

Chunking is another way to say grouping of ideas. In this class we use the acronym of TP GIVEN as a basic guideline to group larger ideas by common traits or similarity. Chunking, grouping, categorizing or conceptualizing are all ways of considering common traits of events etc, to organize them by commonality.

Conceptualizing is the derivation of an idea or abstract from a specific example or piece of evidence, this is most helpful when trying to group specific examples by the ideas they represent. For example; Cramming 400 slaves into a space only 30 yards long by 3 ½ feet tall represents greed or brutality.

Chronology- A record of events in the order of their occurrence, having command of sequencing of events helps to command cause and affect relationships. Even if exact dates are not known having command of the chronology will allow you to develop a timeline, flow chart or concept map which will help you shape an understanding of cause and effect.

Characterize – To describe or portray the attributes or peculiarities of a process or event. Often this can be done by comparison or metaphor, and is a helpful to understand or teach an event. ‘Slavery was a serpent that lay in wait under the table at the constitutional convention’ was a vivid illustration and characterization of slavery and its implications 

Change over time is an important idea to recognize and apply because it will often provide the framework for a trend, including beginning, end, peaks and decreases, pointing out changes in rates (for example the rise of the slave trade over time) might help to understand cause and effects.

	O
	Origins
	Origins are beginnings, roots or sources of events; trends etc are often open to interpretation and differ in nature from immediate causes. Origins can be the earliest events in a series of dominos. Origins can often be considered as pre-conditions

	P
	Pattern

Point of View

Paradigm

Paradox

Prediction
	Patterns are reoccurring dynamics or behavior. A combination of acts, qualities or tendencies that produce like results. When patterns re-occur over long periods of time we call them themes. Recognizing patterns is a solid first step in building analytical strength. Placing a specific example into a pattern is an important analytical action. The Powhowtan uprising in 1622 was part of the pattern of English expansion and subsequent conflict with native Americans. 

Pont of View (Perspective) The notion of Point of view or the Mindset or outlook of a particular person, group etc is essential to understanding history. Different groups or individuals often see or experience the same event with very different interpretations. This notion is essential to understand primary source documents. 

Paradigm- A paradigm is an example that presents a teachable model. Often in groups of events that share similar characteristics, one will stand out as a “flagship piece of evidence” that helps explain all of the other examples. This is a paradigm.

Paradox- seemingly contradictory statements or conditions that may nonetheless be true. The fact that Americans professed to be lovers of liberty while at the same time holding slaves is a paradox. Contradiction, extreme irony.

Some events can be seen (in hindsight) as offering a glimpse into the future. Some events foreshadow or predict future events. It can be said that the severe fighting between OJ Simpson and his wife predicted trouble later on.

	A
	Anomaly
	Anomalies are the deviation from a pattern or normality. Sesame Street introduced you to the notion of anomaly with “One of these things is not like the other”. They are often associated with the notion of complexity.

	T
	Theme

Theory

Thesis
	Themes are reoccurring patterns, a unifying or dominant idea.

a particular conception or view of something to be done or of the method of doing it; a system of rules or principles

a proposition stated or put forward for consideration, esp. one to be discussed and proved or to be maintained against objections:



	H
	Historiography

Harbinger
	Historiography is the writing of history based on a critical analysis, evaluation, and selection of authentic source materials and composition of these materials into a narrative subject to scholarly methods of criticism.

In short; historiography is the point of view of the historian.

A Harbinger is a message or an event that acts as a messenger that foreshadows future events. 


	Synthesizing and TP GIVEN

TP GIVEN: Is one way to organize ideas and recognize the way ideas can be grouped in reading, writing, or discussion. These are broad conceptual categories that will help you to consider in what ways specific events may be considered in a conceptual way, which will assist you in determining cause and effect of events in history. TP GIVEN will also help you when you create a flow chart or diagram of an event.  

	T
	Technology
	Inventions and impact on history.  The creation and use of technical means and their interrelation with life, society, and the environment. 

	P
	Politics
	Politics is power, power struggles, compromise, and the use of intrigue or strategy in obtaining any position of power or control. Elections. Appointments. Deal making. The science or art of political government. Can be governmental action and policy such as taxation or tariffs.

	G
	Geography
	The science dealing with the  differentiation of the earth's surface, as shown in the character, arrangement, and interrelations over the world of such elements as climate, elevation, soil, proximity, place, natural resources, vegetation, population and land use. Location and Place. 

	I
	International

Individuals
	Of, relating to, or involving two or more nation’s international affairs. Treaties. Wars. Foreign policy. Extending across or transcending national boundaries, external or outside, can imply the need to examine internal or domestic.

Individual people can have extraordinary effects on the course of history. Consider Adolph Hitler or Napoleon Bonaparte or Martin Luther King.

	V
	Values 

Are reflected in

-Religion

-Society

-Education

-Art

-Family


	Relative worth, merit, or importance of given component of society. Individual and societal choices. Freedom, Liberty, equality, wealth, slavery etc, are values. Often associated with society or religious influences. Ideals, customs, institutions, etc., of a society Values often reflected in sub categories such as Religion, The Family, Society, Art and Education.

	E
	Economics
	The science that deals with the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services, or the material welfare of humankind. The study of an economy. Distribution of wealth. The economy is the system or systems that are pertain to these issues. Matters of money.

	N
	Natural
	Effects of nature or the natural world, esp. as surrounding humankind and existing independently of human activities. Events impact on humankind, flood, disease, plagues, and volcanic eruptions. Meteor showers. Just one of these events can have an extraordinary impact the history of mankind.
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Prompts limit the writer to a finite direction or ask the writer to take a certain stance on the subject





There are nearly limitless directions in a single subject





SD3R Thesis





CSD3R Thesis





Moroccan Crises 


Competition over Africa








Reason 1





Reason 2








Reason 3








CSD3R Thesis





While Imperialism added to the growing tensions, World War I was primarily caused by alliances, militarism and nationalism.





Prompt





Brainstorm





Organize 





Thesis 





Pre-Writing Process:





   Subject





Direction





WWI





causes





Triple Alliance		General Tirpitz			Russia and Serbia


Triple Entente		Pan Slavism			Britain and Belgium


Kaiser William II		Balkan Powder Keg		Naval Race/Arms Race


Jingoism		Schlieffen War Plan		Assassination of Ferdinand


Moroccan Crises		Competition over Africa





Nationalism





Alliances





Militarism





Triple Alliance


Triple Entente


Schlieffen War Plan


Russia and Serbia


Britain and Belgium





Kaiser William II


General Tirpitz


Naval Race


Arms Race





Jingoism


Pan Slavism


Balkan Powder Keg


Assassination of Ferdinand








Imperialism
































Ask questions














Make your own connections





Identify useful evidence





Subject





direction
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