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Name: __________________________________ 


Date: ______________

Designing a WebQuest: Debunking Medical Myths

Your task will be to design a WebQuest on a medical myth and post it online at our WikiSpace.  WebQuests are web-based activities designed to challenge a learner's problem-solving and higher-order thinking skills. It is resembles an internet scavenger hunt. An effective WebQuest integrates technology with the acquisition of subject-specific knowledge.

Steps for completing this project:

1) Perform an internet search of other WebQuests to gather ideas.

2) Select a medical myth and gather website resources on it. You will need to use AT LEAST FIVE
WEBSITE resources.

· When choosing your websites:

· They should be specific to the topic.

· They should be credible and recognized or well-accepted as an authority.

· One or more websites should provide good graphics or pictures on your topic.

· One or more websites should provided activities or a video for your topic.

 3) Outline your WebQuest, making sure to include the following (instructions for each section follow):

· Introduction

· Task

· Process/Steps

· Resources (Must provide summaries for each resource.)

· Evaluation

· Conclusion

4) Design and post your WebQuest using WikiSpaces (very user friendly).

· Web Address: https://honorsanatomywhs.wikispaces.com/
· You will have to join this WikiSpace and once you are a member, you can update your page any time you'd like!

Detailed Instructions for Outline:

Top of Page

Put the title of the lesson and for what age group, who it was designed by, and some interesting graphic representing the content. 

Introduction

Write a short paragraph to introduce the activity or lesson to the students. If there is a role or scenario involved (e.g., "You are a detective trying to identify the mysterious poet.") then here is where you'll set the stage. If there's no motivational introduction like that, use this section to provide a short advance organizer or overview. Remember that the purpose of this section is to both prepare and hook the reader. It is also in this section that you'll communicate the Big Question that the whole WebQuest is centered around.

The Task

Describe crisply and clearly what the end result of the learners' activities will be. The task could be a:

· problem or mystery to be solved; 

· position to be formulated and defended; 

· product to be designed; 

· summary to be created, or 

· anything that requires the learners to process and transform the information they've gathered. 

Examples:

1. If researching a common medical myths associated with nutrition, such as many people believe that eating carrots can improve your eyesight or avoiding chocolate can cure acne, then the task could be to write a children’s book on nutrition that separates “fact from fiction” in regard to nutrition. 

2. The anti-vaccine movement has recently gained much momentum and caused quite a bit of controversy. Research both sides of this controversy and pay special attention to those vaccines that are at the heart of the controversy (such as the MMR vaccine). The task could be to write out the transcript of a debate on whether such vaccines should be required by law. 

The Process

List the steps that the learner should go through. The learner will access the on-line resources that you've identified as they go through the Process. In the Process block, you might also provide some guidance on how to organize the information gathered. This advice could offer suggestions like creating flowcharts, summary tables, concept maps, drawings, or other diagrams. This could also take the form of a checklist of questions to analyze the information with, or things to notice or think about. Remember to provide as many links as possible to provide the “quester” with adequate background information...such as where or why the myth originated.

Conclusion

Summarize what the learner will have accomplished or learned by completing this activity or lesson. You might also include some rhetorical questions or additional links to encourage them to extend their thinking into other content beyond this lesson.

What Must Be Turned In:

1) Print-out of the actually webpage your WebQuest is located on.

2) WebQuest rubric with self-ratings circled and section at the end listing of the contributions made by 
each group member towards the project. Next to each person's name, grade them on their 
participation using the terms on the rubric – Advanced, Proficient, Needs Improvement, or Not 
Demonstrated. (If there is a significant difference in the contribution of individual group members, 
their grades will be adjusted accordingly.) 

Possible Myths:

Eating turkey makes you sleepy. 

Cracking your knuckles gives you arthritis. 

We only use 10% of our brains.

Reading in little light will damage your eyesight.

Put your hat on or you'll catch a cold.

Don't go swimming after eating.

Oatmeal baths are a good cure for poison ivy.

Keep someone awake who has had a recent concussion. 

Shaving causes hair to grow back faster or coarser.

Information taken from:

http://www.d.umn.edu/~hrallis/courses/5413su05/assignments/webquest.html
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/lessonTemplate.html
Names: _____________________________________ 
Topic: ______________________

WebQuest Rubric:

	Essential Elements
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Needs Improvement
	Not Demonstrated

	Introduction


	The introduction is draws the reader into the lesson by describing a compelling question or problem. 
	The introduction describes a compelling question or problem. 
	The introduction is purely factual with no appeal to relevance or social importance.  

 
	The introduction is missing.

	Task


	Task is engaging, and elicits thinking that goes beyond rote comprehension. 

The task requires synthesis of multiple sources of information. 
	Task is limited in its significance to students' lives. 

The task requires basic analysis of information. 
	The task requires simply comprehending or retelling of information found on web pages and answering factual questions. 
	The task is incomplete or absent.

	Process


	Every step is clearly stated. Navigation is seamless. Most students would know exactly where they are at each step of the process and know what to do next. 
	Some directions are given, but there is missing information. 

Students might be confused. 
	Process is not clearly stated. 

Students would not know exactly what they were supposed to do just from reading what is posted. 


	The process is missing.

	Resources


	Links are in working order and are from reputable sources. There is a variety of resources which provide enough meaningful information for students to think deeply. 
	Some links carry information not ordinarily found in a classroom or some links are not from reputable sources.
	Links are mundane. They lead to information that could be found in a classroom encyclopedia. One or two links are missing.
	More than two links are missing.

	Conclusion 


	Includes summary statement or story which reminds student what they should have accomplished.
	Includes summary statement.
	Conclusion is incomplete.
	Conclusion is missing.

	Visual Aesthetics


	Appropriate and thematic graphics which contribute to the understanding of concepts. Overall page is attractive and original.
	Graphic elements sometimes, but not always contribute to the understanding of concepts. Overall page is attractive but has elements similar to other pages. 
	There are few or no graphic elements. Some elements of the page are distracting or out of place. 
	Appearance of page affects its readability.

	Writing Mechanics
	Less than three major spelling or grammatical errors.
	Three to five major spelling or grammatical errors.
	Five to eight major spelling or grammatical errors.
	More than 8 major spelling or grammatical errors.

	Individual Effort
	Put in extra effort to improve and complete the project.
	Assisted the team in completing the project.
	Did very little to assist the team in completing the project.
	Did not assist the team with the project.


Names and Effort Grades for Team Members: ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

