Galusha

Reading Journal Guidelines
In order to be a successful reader, it is imperative that you read actively, interacting with the text. Being an active reader involves asking questions about a text, making predictions and connecting the message of a book to real world experiences. To this end, you will keep a reading journal. You must complete one entry in your journal for each reading assignment. Each entry should contain the following components:

· _____________memorable quotes or “golden lines”. (number of quotes determined by length of reading assignment); be certain to cite the page number of the quote and provide context (i.e. who is speaking, what is happening) when necessary.

· ________ questions (number of questions determined by length of reading assignment); about each reading. Consider things you do not understand as well as analytical questions regarding character motivation, plot devices, etc. 

· Create and complete a version of the graphic organizer below:


Reading Journal Format:

Each entry should have a header that contains your name, the date and the reading assignment. You need to keep your reading entries in a three ring binder that is separate from your three ring binder for class. Each entry should be three-hole punched, or written on notebook paper that is three-hole punched, allowing entries to be passed in and placed in the reading journal upon their return to you. There is no requirement that these be typed, many of you will find that it is easier to handwrite these entries while reading, however, writing must be legible.

Reading Journal Rubric
Entries in your reading journal will be assigned varying point allotments; these will be determined by the length of the reading assignment, however, all entries will be assessed in accordance with the following rubric. 

	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	*Completeness
	Journal exceeds specifications, including additional quotes, questions and exceptional “big picture” connections. 
	Journal meets specifications, including the directed number of quotes, questions and “big picture” connections. 
	Journal meets the specified directions, however, some elements lack appropriate development/

detail.
	Journal is missing one key component and/or several elements lack appropriate development/

detail.
	Journal is missing  key components and/or many elements lack appropriate development/

detail.

	*Evidence of Thought
	All journal elements demonstrate careful consideration of the text, offering ample evidence of active, thoughtful reading.  Quotes are powerful and significant; other elements of entry internalize text and show “big picture” connections. 
	Journal elements demonstrate careful consideration of the text, offering  evidence of active, reading,  however, connections and points of significance of could be enhanced.
	Journal demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the text, but offers minimal analytical i.e. “big picture” connections. 
	Journal demonstrates some knowledge of the text but may exhibit major gaps in understanding. Minimal analytical i.e. “big picture” connections are given. Minimal evidence of active reading provided.
	Little thought regarding the text is displayed; no evidence of active reading provided. 

	Presentation
	Entries are neat, organized and easy to follow. Additional presentation

techniques enhance usefulness of journal. Reading Journal clearly serves as  a useful tool. 
	Entries are neat, organized and easy to follow. Reading Journal is organized and presented as a useful tool. 
	Presentation of entry is neat and organized, but format is not utilized in the most useful manner.
	Presentation lacks neatness OR organization.
	Presentation lacks neatness and organization.

	Usefulness
	All elements of journal serve as a useful analytical tool to enhance class discussion and essays.
	Many elements of journal serve as a useful analytical tool to enhance class discussion and essays.
	Some elements of journal serve as a useful analytical tool to enhance class discussion and essays.
	Content and format of journal will be only marginally beneficial to analysis.
	Reading Journal contains little that will aid textual analysis. 


* The first two criteria will be given twice as much weight in grading considerations.
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Making Connections


Text to Self�
Text to World�
Text to Text�
Text to Culture�
�
In this column, describe connections you make to the text. Examples:


The fight between Holden and Stradlater reminded me of a fight I once had with someone. The girl I fought with was stuck up, just like Stradlater


I have a hard time routing for the protagonist, Holden Caufield. He makes so many terrible decisions all the time.�
In this column, describe how themes or events in the text relate to our world. Example:


In “The Man I Killed” the narrator looks at the man whose life he has taken and realizes that he is still a person, like him, even though he is the enemy. I wonder if the soldiers in Iraq feel this way when they kill insurgents.�
In this column, make connections between the current text and another book you have read. Example:


In this section of TKAM, Scout doesn’t understand Jem; Atticus and Cal explain that Jem is acting strange because he is growing up. In this section, their relationship reminds me of Phoebe and Holden. Holden, too, has problems with growing up and this frustrates Phoebe.�
In this column, make connections between the current text and films, television shows, music or other culture and media . Example:


Rev. Parris cares more about his reputation than his daughter’s health. On Lost, Kate’s mom turns her in to the police, even though Kate broke the law to help her Mom. �
�









