
Guideline to Primary Source Documents
I. Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs addressing the source, and a conclusion.
II. In your essay, be sure to :

· Develop all aspects of the task.

· Support your response with facts, examples and details.

· Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and conclusion.
1) Author: 

·   What is the author’s background?  

· Is there anything distinctive about the author?  

· Does the author represent a particular group/institution?

· What might be the motive for writing this document?
2) Context:
· What was going on during the place and time this source was created? 

· What situation does the document address?

· How does the person who created the document fit into the historical context?  

· Who is the intended audience?  

3) Text:
· What is the nature of the document (e.g., official correspondence, memorandum, personal reminiscence, etc.)?

· *What is the MAIN POINT?

· Is there a position to be argued?  If so, is it persuasive?

· Are there any parts of the document that are striking, revealing, disturbing, etc.?

· What sense can be made of them?

4) Significance:
· What impact or consequence did the document have?
· Why does it deserve our attention and study?

· How does this source compare to what your textbook says or what other historians have written?

· Are the ideas and perspectives portrayed by this source accepted by others or would others disagree with this account?

By no means is this guideline meant to be exhaustive.  Feel free to point out anything else that is striking, puzzling, revealing, disturbing, etc…  Be as clear and specific as possible in your points, and refer to examples from the document itself.  Depending on the document, some outside research may be helpful.
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