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Making Inferences
Sometimes in a text, the author doesn’t come right out and tell you something.  She provides hints or clues in her writing and wants the reader to draw their own conclusion.  When you as the reader draw these conclusions, you are making inferences.  

For Example:
      Little Miss Muffett Sat on her Tuffett eating her curds and whey. 

                    




Along came a spider and sat down beside her and frightened Miss Muffett Away.
Do you know the meaning of the words Tuffett, curds or whey?  Probably not, but based on the rest of the words, the character and what is happening (she’s sitting and eating) you can infer that a tuffett is a place to sit, and curds and whey are some sort of food.  Also, would you say Miss Muffett is afraid of spiders?  Yes.  But, the selection did not specifically tell you that.  You made an inference based on the actions Miss Muffett took after seeing the spider.

Try this with your own reading selection!
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