Galusha

Grade 10

Evaluating a Website

More and more often, people are relying on the internet for information. While the internet is easily accessible, and offers the quickest information option, the material on the internet is highly unregulated. This means that while there is excellent information on the internet, there is also a lot of material that is just plain wrong. Consider the following errors from the internet.

Despite its shortcomings, the internet offers some great information. Moreover, the internet is here to stay. Our challenge then is to learn to locate all the fantastic resources that are out there, while steering clear of hoaxes, gimmicks, incorrect information and hidden agendas. How can we do this? For starters, we should ask the same questions we ask of published texts. Below are some considerations:

	AUTHOR



	· Is the author of the website listed?
· What are the author’s credentials?

	DOMAIN


	· .com= commercial website

· .gov= United States government site

· .edu= education
· .org = organization

· .net= internet administrative site
· .mil= .military site

	CURRENCY


	· When was the website first published?

· When was the website last updated?



	AFFILIATIONS


	· Is the sponsor of the website reputable?
· What links are present on the page?
· What other pages have linked to this site? 

	ANALYZE THE 
Format
Language
Author
Purpose
Subject
Of the site
	


 Sources: http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/
The Great Depression Then and Now: Information Evaluation and Research Assignment

For this assignment you will work with a partner to evaluate information sources as you research the Great Depression. Our objectives for this assignment are as follows:


· Learn how to evaluate information sources, especially the internet

· Learn the Who, What, Where, When and Why of the Great Depression

· Learn the Who, What Where, When and Why of our current economic crisis

· Compare the Great Depression to the current economic crisis

Assignment Directions:

· Read and evaluate five websites. Three of these websites should give information about The Great Depression; two should offer information regarding the current economic crisis. Evaluate these websites by completing the website evaluation worksheet.

· Create a presentation in the form of your choice (class handout, poster, powerpoint, etc.) which gives the WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN and WHY of both The Great Depression and the current economic crisis. In addition to including a thorough description of these elements, your project should also include a comparison of The Great Depression and the current economic crisis. As always, your project must include a Works Cited Page. No Works Cited Page =No Grade. As with all projects, do your best work; project should be neat, professional, visually appealing, informative and should showcase your best writing skills. 
· Finally, every member of the class must individually write a two page learning reflection describing what was learned regarding website research, the Great Depression and the current economic crisis. 
Score Guide
Website Evaluations

/25 (5@5 pts. each)

Project



/50 
     - Visual Presentation of Great Depression and current economic crisis 5 W’s)

     - Comparison of Great Depression and current economic crisis
     - Follows all directions; is neat, informative, professional, visually appealing and correctly documented

Learning Reflection

/25

TOTAL
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