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· Paper shows thoughtful consideration of the topic; paper DOES NOT simply define, explain, summarize-i.e. NO INFORMATION DUMPING
· Paper shares original thoughts about the research

· Ideas are presented through clear writing

· Ideas are supported by evidence

ORGANIZATION
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· Thesis outlines the major points of paper; these points are developed in order, throughout the paper (USES S+D+ R’s structure)

· Introduction engages the reader

· Conclusion offers sense of completeness and closure

· Appropriate transitions are used to  connect ideas
· All research relates to thesis

· Research is integrated into paper in an organized fashion
CONVENTIONS
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    Paper uses appropriate…

· Spelling 

· Grammar 

· Punctuation

· Usage

  Paper …

· Adheres to conventions of formal writing (no contractions, personal pronouns, etc.)

· Avoids common essay errors

SENTENCE FLUENCY
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· Sentences are crafted using logic, creative phrasing, variety and other techniques thus creating rhythmic, fluent sentences.
· Research is fluently integrated into paper 
VOICE
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· The voice of the paper exhibits passion and a sense of the writer’s own unique style

WORD CHOICE
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· Words are used with skill to create appropriate meaning, impression, mood and imagery

· Avoids cliché phrases

· Avoids words on never, never list 

RESEARCH
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· Paper uses research to support ideas
· Research is from reliable sources
· In-text citations are provided for all research*
· In-text citations are formatted correctly
· A works cited page is included, listing all sources used*
· Works Cited Page is formatted in accordance with MLA guidelines
* Note: Any paper that does not include in-text citations and a Works Cited page will receive a zero

ROUGH DRAFT, SCORE GUIDE &
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COMPLETED SELF REFLECTION*
*Note: No research paper will be accepted without a clearly edited rough draft
TOTAL
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SELF- REFLECTION: On the lines below describe what the research process was like for you. Describe what aspects of this process were especially hard and the things that helped you complete your paper. Also describe what you learned form this process and give yourself a grade. Explain the reason for your chosen grade. 
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