Mary Lou Buell ~
Revolution in Europe 1848 and Independence in Latin America
1. Problem Solving Lesson from Skills Progression Chart. 3 days including 1 long block. Each student has his or her own approach to problem solving—which may have worked in the past and yielded successful results or may not have.  Regardless, often when you are collaborating with peers to solve a problem, having everyone use their own technique can be quite ineffective.  So, I am using the 6 thinking hats method to help the students focus, improve communication and make them aware of other perspectives and strategies.  I introduce the 6 hats technique with a PowerPoint that explains the method and then we have a mock discussion using the topic “the role of the martyr.”  Martyr is a key term   (World History skill: Identify and explain significance of key historical terms).  While the main skill focus of this lesson is Problem Solving, all of the other skill areas are practiced as well:  Strategic Reading and Research (website docs), Collaboration (students work in groups to create project), Technology (Glogster), Written Communication (text boxes) and Oral Communication (final presentation to class).  
We begin by looking at the role of martyrs during the revolutions in Europe in 1848.  We listen to the song “Do You Hear the People Sing” from the musical Les Miserables.  Students have copies of the lyrics with the line “the blood of the martyrs will water the meadows of France” written in bold text.   Next I show a PowerPoint slide with the explanation of the 6 hats method.  I explain how the hats are colored to help you remember the perspective (for example, yellow = positive, think sunny).  We then have a whole class discussion that simulates how to critically think about a topic or solve a problem using this method.  Usually students understand the white (neutral) pretty quickly, but struggle a bit with the red (emotional).  So we play another song from Les Miserables to get them in the mood, “Empty Chairs At Empty Tables.”  We then continue with our discussion for each of the 6 hat colors/perspectives.  Our discussion asks the question “what is the role of martyrs?” This allows students to practice the World History skill: Explain how actions and events have influenced the future.  We then switch the focus of our discussion to the current war in Afghanistan—where 14 Americans just lost their lives.  Suddenly Afghanistan is in the news again…hmmm, role of martyrs at play?  Now they are practicing the World History skill:  Draw on history to understand a current world event.  
At the end of lesson day #1 and for the next two classes students work in the computer lab to apply the 6 hats problem solving technique to another historical event: Latin American Wars for Independence.  Students are presented with the following handout:
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Independence Movements in Mexico and South America

The events we’ve been learning about in Europe had consequences for the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in Latin America.  Today we are going to consider colonial Mexico and the events of the early 1800s that preceded Mexican independence in 1820.  Ultimately we will ask ourselves:  “To what extent did the following conditions and events lead to Mexican Independence?”
1. You will work in groups to research Mexico in the years leading up to 1810 in Mexico, critically think about the conditions and events and create a Glogster “poster.”  Even though you are collaborating with partners I would like you to choose which role you will take the lead on within your group.  On the board you will see the topic choices and roles.  Write your name under your choice and when all of the topics and Glogster passwords are assigned we will head over to the lab.

2. Once in the lab log on to our class twitter page (http://twitter.com/classupdate ) to find links to Glogster (http://edu.glogster.com/# ) and a website about Mexican Independence (http://k12west.mrdonn.org/ColonialMexico.html) I will take everyone through a brief tour of the websites and get you started with Glogster.  

3. Begin to work on your assigned roles: Poster designer, researcher and thinker.  Remember, we are using the 6 thinking hats technique.  Each of your text boxes should be a different color to represent the 6 perspectives:  Facts, Emotions, Negatives, Positives, Creative/New Ideas, and Overview/Control. 

4. After a few minutes share the work you’ve done with your group-mates and put the project together.  Make sure you give your project a title and include your first names and last initial only.  You must include at least 1 text box for each of the 6 “hats” and at least 1 picture.  When completed make sure you save and publish your work.  One of the benefits of Glogster is that we are all connected and can see each other’s work—no need to post links.

5. Tomorrow we will have some time to finish the Glogster posters and then we will share our work with our peers.  Save your login information so you can go back and use the posters when it comes time to study for the challenge.  I will also keep copies of your Glogster nicknames and passwords so see me at any time if you have misplaced that information.  

Mexican Independence Groups and Roles

(4-6 groups depending on class size; in very large classes 

2 groups can work on the same topic)

Question to consider:  To what extent did the following conditions and events lead to Mexican Independence?

Group 1: Caste System

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









Group 2:  Economy (Flow of Money)

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









Group 3: Famine (in smaller classes groups 2+3 may be combined)

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









Group 4: Changes in the government of Spain

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









Group 5:  Father Miguel Hidalgo

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









Group 6: Father Jose Morelos (in smaller classes groups 5+6 may be combined)

Everyone will help with all of the positions, but one person will take a leadership role in each of the following areas:  

Glogster Poster Designer








Mexican Ind. Topic Researcher







6 Hats Facilitator 









The “Groups and Roles” paper is hung on the board or placed on an extra desk and students come up a few at a time to choose their topics and roles.  Students are informed that all 3 group members will be working together on 2 computers.  The designer will log in to one, the researcher on the other and the 6 hats facilitator will sit between the other two.  Since not every student needs to be logged on, this could avoid the potential problem of what to do with students who have no computer access.  Allowing students to choose their own roles and groups also provides a level of “comfort and safety” since students will either choose a topic they are interested in, a role they are interested in or students they feel comfortable working with.  To a small extent this lesson provides differentiation (by interest and by process).  Assigning roles also promotes effective cooperative learning because the task cannot be completed without input from each member.  The structure of the assignment makes it almost impossible for one student to do all of the group’s work.  Benefits of Glogster include a teacher given nickname and password…so if a group member is absent the next day the group can still proceed using the same account.  Work is saved to the class “glog” so that students do not need to provide email addresses or post their finished project to any website.  Posters are viewed from the same account as well, so it is easy to view one group’s project after another without having to log in to separate accounts.  
While focused on the events leading up to Latin American Independence students are practicing and being assessed on these world history skills:

· Identify and explain significance of key historical people 

· Explain how actions and events have influenced the future

· Recognize role of economics

On the third day students should spend the first half of class in the lab putting the finishing touches on their glogs.  The deadline is firm and students are encouraged to stay after school or work at home if they are not close to finishing at the end of the second lab day.   Keep in mind that class time varies due to the shifting long block; if a class does not have a long block during the 3 day span then they might need 3 full regular periods to work and then use the beginning of their long block to report.  During the second half of class students move back to the classroom and present their glogs one group at a time.  During the downtime between presentations students will complete the Glogster Student Assessment handout.  The Skills Progression Chart suggests that students have the opportunity to reflect on their contribution to the group after completing a collaborative project.  One of the 4 assessment questions addresses this aspect of the assignment.

The glogs with the most helpful information will be published and shared at http://buell.edublogs.org which is our class blog.  
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Glogster Assessment

After completing the Glogster project and viewing your classmates’ projects I would now like you to write a review of the product.  The following questions can help you brainstorm your response.

1. What are the benefits of making an on-line presentation over a traditional poster board presentation?  What are the benefits of posterboard?

2. Describe your role within your group.  How specifically did your work contribute to the finished glog?  Did your group encounter any difficulties when working together?  If so, how did you overcome the problem(s)?

3. How easy or difficult was it to use Glogster?  Specifically what parts of the process were easier or more difficult?

4. Are there any suggestions for improving the program or the assignment?
Mary Lou Buell ~ 
Revolution in Europe 1848 and Independence in Latin America

2. Differentiated Instruction Lesson.  1 regular block day.  After the students have researched, presented and reported on the events that took place in Mexico in the years leading up to independence, we will address the rest of Latin America. In addition to the Glogster project, students have been completing nightly homework assignments that connect to chapter 8 section 3 of our text.  They have read and completed a quarter page (Skills Progression Chart, Strategic Reading); have filled in a worksheet on the social class structure in colonial Latin America; and have recorded information about the revolutionary leaders.  The classroom will be divided into 8 centers.  Two of the centers have activities for 2 students to cooperate with each other to complete individual activities.  Activities carry different point weights (2, 3 or 5) and each student must complete a total of 15 points worth of activities during the class period.  The lesson prepares students for the following day’s challenge and provides practice of these world history skills:  
· Put linked events in chronological order

· Sequence unrelated events

· Identify key historical people 

· Identify the location of places on a map 

· Understand the balance between individual vs. group needs  

· Critically read and understand primary source documents 

	Cry of Dolores   5 pts
	Timeline   5 pts

	Leader Flashcards   3 pts
	Guided Reading   5 pts

	Letter   3 pts
	View Glogster Projects   2 pts

	Read Bolivar’s Address to Venezuela   3 pts
	Color Map of Latin America   2 pts

	Help students complete HW   5 pts
	Finish missing HW   2 pts


Classroom Setup


[image: image1]
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Revolts in Latin America ~ Teaching and Learning Centers

DIRECTIONS:  For the past few days we have been learning about independence movements in the Spanish colony of Mexico.  Today we will continue with this topic and also explore similar revolts in Central and South America.  The activities at each center are worth 2, 3 or 5 points.  By the end of the period you must complete 15 points.  Show all work to me to earn your points.  
	Cry of Dolores   5 pts

When Hildalgo rang the church bells on September 15, 1810 and called Mexicans to fight for independence he did not read from a script and we have no record of what he said other than what people remembered and passed on.  Write your own version of the Cry of Dolores speech, similar to what Hildalgo himself would have told the Mexican people.  

	Timeline   5 pts

Complete the timeline handout by writing the events that occurred in the United States, Europe and Latin American between 1770 and 1860 above or below the date provided.  Refer to your text as well as the U.S. History book provided.  

	Leader Flashcards   3 pts

Create a set of flashcards for the Latin American revolutionary leaders
	Guided Reading   5 pts

Complete the 3 page the guided reading handout using text chapter 8 section 3.  



	Letter   3 pts

View the painting on page 229, Francisco Goya’s The Third of May, 1808.  Write a letter from someone living in Spain at the time to a relative in Mexico describing the horrors of war with Napoleon.  


	View Glogster Projects   2 pts

View your classmates’ Glogster projects and carefully read each of the text boxes.



	Read Bolivar’s Address to Venezuela   3 pts

Inspired by the American and French Revolutions educated creoles worked to win independence from Spain.  On page 289 in your text is a speech Simon Bolivar made in 1819.  Read this speech aloud to the students working on maps.  
	Color Map of Latin America   2 pts

Take the blank maps of North and South America and color in the countries of Latin America as they looked in 1844.  Include the name of each country and the year it became independent.  Refer to page 287 in your text.



	Help students complete HW   5 pts

Students who did well on this week’s homework assignments may tutor students with missing or incomplete work.
	Finish missing HW   2 pts

Students who have not completed this week’s homework assignments may use some of the class period to catch up.


Total Points Completed: 

  Teacher Signature:
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